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TO THE READER. 

At the request of the widow of our departed brother,. I have coD"' 

seated to submit the following Discourse for publication. The remarks 

upon the doctrine of the text are only to be viewed in the light of a 

preface to the biographical sketch that follows. The sketch itself is 

brief, and is, with very little alteration and addition, the same that has 

already been published in the New England Christian Herald. If it 

should serve in a small degree to embalm the memory of our brother 

and benefit the living, I shall be satisfied. 

The Author. 
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DISCOURSE. 
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if 7 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

■J h '.'■'» 

'But we have this treoiwre in earthen vessels, that the excel- 
fency of the power may be of God^ and not of us. 

§ 

Humility was a most prominent trait in the character 
of the apostle Paul. Though among the most eminent 
and the most highly favored of God, of his or of any 
age, he esteemed himself least of all. This low estimate \f' 
of himself was not merely the result of his personal 
experience, as a child of God ; which grace he had, in 
common with other Christians; — nor yet was it owing , 
wholly to the deep conviction he had 'of his former -^ 
guilt, on account of his having been a bloody persecutor, 
and by reason of which, he said, " he was not meet to 
be called an apostle ;" — ^but his was the humility of the 
minister of Christ, as well as of the disciple of Christ. 
This ministerial humility was the fruit of his deep con- 
viction, that in all his labors and successes, (and who 
was more laborious and successful than Paul ?) the 
excellency of the power was of God. Weighed in the 
balance with the truth of God and the power of the 
Holy Ghost, he found himself to be comparatively noth- 
ing. As an exhibition of this feeling, hear him, while 
rebuking his brethren for their partial attachments to 
their favorite teachers, demanding, " Who then is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man ? I have plant- 
ed, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So 
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then, neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth, but God that giveth the increase." " I 
labored," he truly says, ''more abundantly than they 
all ;" but he adds, " yet not I, but the grace of God, that 
was with me." He contrasted the richnes^s and glory 
of that gospel which he had so successfully preached, 
^ with the weakness of his^ own mind, and the frailty of 
his own body, and excla^imed, in terms as indicative of ^ 
the vigor of his intellect, as of the lowliness of his heart. 
We have thi^ treasute^in' earthen vessels^ thut th^ exceUencjf^^ 
of the power may be of God:, and not cf its, . , ' 

How appropriate is this subject to the occasion that 
has called us together. A minister of Christ is fallen, — 
a vessel, in which was deposited the gospel tnaasure, is 
l^foken, — in view of .whose ministerial character, and 
success in preaching the word, contrasted with his frailty 
and death, we may well say, and must certainly fed^ 
that ^^ we have this treasure in earthen vessels ;" and 
in view of whose unostentatious ministrations and hum- 
ble character^ we have, so far as the grace of humility 
is concerned, a striking illustration of the apostle's ex- 
|; perience and doctrine. 

I On an examination of this text and context, I am 

I constrained to give a more extended meaning to the 

4' terms contained in it than is generally given by com- 

t'^ mentators on this passage. By the treasure here, I think 

we are not to understand only or chiefly, the grace of 
regeneration, common to all Christians, but also and 
« especially, that gracious gospel message and commis- 

sion, by which the ministers of Christ are qualified and 
authorized to offer salvation to a perishing world. And 
by. the earthen vessels, I understand chiefly the minis- 
ters of the gospel, in their whole character of body and 
mind. Called vessels, because, in a certain sense, they 
contain this treasure — in them it is deposited, and by 
them conveyed, to enrich as many as accept it at their 
hands — called earthen vessels, because of their feeble- 
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ness and frailty, both of body and mind, and because of 
their great inferiority to the treasure they contain. The 
doctrine of the text, then, is clearly this — 

, The rich and powerful truths of the gospel are preached 
to the worlds through a human ministry, of feeble minds 
and mortal bodies, that the efficiency and glory of man^s 
salvation may evidently appedr tgbecf God^ and not of his ^ 
wmvftkrs. ■ k. ir ' 

,This dodtrine, like all'^ other parts of the gospel,, 
system^ is a direct contraventioq of wrldly policy. The 
earthjy priftce hopes to secure honor and dignity to 
himself and his throne, in proportion to the dignity and 
"splendor of his ministers and ambassadors ; — " But God 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things of the"" 
world to confound the things that are mighty ; and base 
things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are." Wherefore ? '' That no flesh 
should glory in his presence ;" that " he that glorieth 
may glory in the Lord." 

A word of caution, however, may be necessary here. 
We are not to infer from this doctrine, that the more 
ignorant^ the better minister. Human nature, in its be^t 
estate, is none too good for the sacred office ; there- 
fore, he, who is God's minister should gain all he can, 
and bring all he gains, to his holy vocation : but at 
the same time, human nature, in its feeblest estate, is 
none too feeble, if God chooses to use it, to confound 
the mighty. The doctrine of the text, in short, is pre- 
dicated of human nature in generaly as contrasted with 
the excellency of the gospel treasure, and as compared 
with higher orders of beings, which God might have 
used, if he had preferred them, for this ministry. We 
come to inquire, then, how the employment of such «. 
ministry is an occasion of showing that the excellency 
of the power is of God. 
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1. The nature of the work accomplished by the minis- 
ters of Christ, is such as the unaided powers of man are 
inadequate to perform. I speak now of this work, as a 
moral and religious reform. In this view, whether the 
reform relate to one soul, or a million, it will appear 
equally impossible, — naturally and philosophically im- 
possible, — to the mere human agent. It is a change of 
heart ; a renovation of moral nature. Such a renovation 
seems, from the nature of the^ case, to demand a hand 
as skilful and efficient as that of the Creator himself;— 
and this idea is confirme.d by the consideration of the 
entire failure of all human effort for the accomplishment 
of this work. Eloquence, interest, philosophy, and 
human authority, had all been repeatedly tried, and had 
nalways failed. How then can the minister of Christ 
hope to succeed ? What has he to urge ? What ade- 
quate resources can he command, to insure success } 
Motives, he has, it is true, to which human philosophy is 
a stranger ; and he brings to this work a purer zeal and 
a warmer heart than the philosopher or the secular 
orator can command. But what can these effect in such 
a work, without the power of God ? With only these 
advantages, the Christian orator might produce an effect, 
but it would be temporary ; he might excite strong feel- 
ing, luit it would be transient. So Demosthenes could 
wake the Athenians to a transient effort, and make 
Philip of M acedon fear and pause ; but this eloquence 
bad no effect upon moral character — the corruptor and 
the corrupted were still the same, and Macedonian gold 
conquered Athens. The eloquence of Cicero made 
Catiline and his associates tremble ; but this only drove 
them to greater rage and open violence. But the Chris- 
tian orator takes hold of the heart ; bends the will ; 
alarms the. fears; excites hope ; mollifies the ferocious 
passions; changes the current of the mind ; renews the 
affections, and transforms the soul. The Christian 
orator goes forth, not to confirm the minds of men in a 
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stronger attachment to the gods that be, but to cast 
down those gods; to displace their idols, overturn 
their altars, and to erect upon these ruins the temples 
and the altars of the true God. All this he has done. 
And the effect has not been transient. The heart of the 
vile sinner has been permanently changed, and whole 
communities have been reformed. The world is aston- 
ished at this. They behold this change, with no less 
** wonder and amazement" than that with which the , 
J^ws locked upon the lame man that had been healed 
by the^postles, as he ** leaped and walked and praised 
God." And the faithful minister is prepared to give the 
same explanation — " Why marvel ye at this ? or why 
look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power l 

or holiness we had made this man whole?" Nay, so? 
wonderful is this result to the minister himself, that he 
is constrained to say — " It is not I that speak, but the 
Holy Ghost that speaketh in me." God's Spirit is in 
his word", and the unction of the Holy One gives it its 
efficacy. Thus to the minister himself, and to all be- 
holders, it appears evident that " the excellency of the 
power is of God, and not of man." 

2. The greatness and hazard of this work, contrasted 
with the weakness of the instrument, show that the 
excellency of the power is of God. Such are the?diffi- 
culties and hazard, that he who is called to it, feels an 
almost involuntary shrinking from the office. In differ- 
ent ages of the church, persecution has broken out into 
violence, abd the peace, reputation and life of the faith- 
ful minister, have been at stake. In all ages and places 
there has been a rising up of the spirit of the world, in 
opposition to the gospel. The gospel minister is often 
so impressed with this, that he pleads to be excused. 
In the language of the prophet, he exclaims — ^' Ah ! 
Lord God ! I cannot speak, for I am a child." He is t 

called to go forth against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. What can he do ? His only hope must be in 
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Him who hath said — " Be not afraid of their faces. Be- 
hold I have, made thee a defenced city, and an iron pillar, 
and brazen walls against the whole land. They shall 
fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against 
thee ; for I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliver thee." 
^ The result confirms the promise. " The minister of 

Christ is immortal until his work is done." " For the 
power is of God, and npt of us." 

3. The purity and perfection- of the gospel treasure, in 
its character and effects, contrasted with the intellectual 
^ errors and moral weakness of the minister, show that 
the excellency of the power is of God. Superstition and 
ignorance may, in some cases, have thrown a kind of 
awe and sacredness around the ministerial character, as 
though it was superhuman. And it must be granted, 
that the office and ministrations are to be held sacred, 
for these are of God. But it is this, and this only, that 
elevates the minister. Take away his commission, or 
. in otlier words, empty the vessel of its treasure, and 
what is left ? If we wish to view the subject, therefore, 
ia its true light, we must notice that the treasure honors 
the vessel, and not the vessel the treasure. I need not 
stop to mention the infirmities of even those ministers 
that have been highly honored of God, in the salvation 
of soals. It is enough to say, they are men. They are 
possessed of human passions, and are encompassed with 
human infirmities. And yet how high their commission ! 
how noble their work ! and in many instances, how 
wonderful their success ! Nor should it be disguised, 
that God, as in choosing a king for his ancient Israel, so 
in choosing a minister for bis church, judgeth not as 
man judgeth. Not always those who possess the greatest 
excellency of speech, as the world judge, are the most 
successful ministers. Not always the profound philoso- 
pher, the greatest critic, or the most polished orator, is 
the most successful in winning souls to. Christ^ Without 
these qualifications, their word may be mighty through 
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God, to the pulling down of the strong holds of Satan. 
It is ^^ in demonstration of the Spirit," and ^^ in the 
power of the Holy Ghost." Hence their word, like that 
of their Master, is " with authority ; " and men " take 
knowledge of them that they have been with Jesus." 
^^ For they have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God !" 

4. Prone as men are to forget the great First Cause, 
in the agency of intermediate causes — ^prone as they are 
to love the ^creature rather than the Creator, there is 
special danger that the preaching of the gospel itself 
should be an occasion of idolatry. And this would most 
certainly be the case if the ministers employed were of 
a higher order of beings. Even now, so great are the 
blessings men receive by the gospel, and so lovely aqd 
winning is the spirit of the humble and faithful servant 
of the church, the converts to Christianity are in danger 
of transferring a portion of that affection which they « 
owe to God alone, to the honored instrument of their . 
conversion. It was thus, that, in the primitive church, J 
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one was for Paul, and one for ApoUos. It is in this way ^j| 
the Roman church has filled her calendar with saints, 
and transferred a part of the devotions of the church 
from God to man. And it is thus that among ourselves, 
in some instances, we witness preferences that gender 
strife, and affection that borders on idolatry. What 
then would have been the result, if the vessel, in the 
material and finish, bore any comparison to the treasure 
it contains ? What if God had sent, to preach his gospel, 
perfect and immortal beings, with the minds of angels, 
and with forms of heavenly polish and beauty ? Such an 
apostle might multiply converts to himself, but he would 
accomplish but little for God. The great burden of the 
gospel theme is Christ; and the moment the preacher 
comes in between the hearer and Christ, the good effect 
is lost. Hence our apostle says — ^^ We preach not our- 
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your 
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servants for Jesus' sake." " The gods," said the Lycao- 
nians, witnessing the power of Paul and Barnabas — 
^^ The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men." 
And it was with difficulty they could be restrained from 
offering sacrifices unto the apostles. How much more 
would they have been inclined to this, if the apostles 
had been of a superhuman character ! And how uni- 
versal would this idolatry become, werq this the charac- 
ter of all ministers ! As it is, their feebleness and frailty 
preserve the people from this idolatry, an4 secure the 
glory to God. ^^ For we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 
God, and not of us." 

5. Finally — the mortality and death of ministers of 
the gospel show that the excellency of the power is 
of God, and not of them. The faithfiil minister has a 
common liability with the rest of mankind, to diseases 

n and death ; and he has also special liabilities peculiar 
to his calling. His labors are peculiar, excessive and 
well suited to mar and break the frail vessel ; so that 
an eminent man has said, not without reason, that ^^ the 
faithful minister would, sooner or later, fall a martyr to 
his work." His mind has excitements that are too 
powerful for the body. The word, like a fire in the 
bones, consumes the marrow. The ardor of desire, the 
rush of high-wrought feeling, and the vigorous efforts 
of body and mind which these produce, destroy the 
earthen vessel. Nervous derangement, general debility, 
diseases of the heart and especially of the lungs, often 

^ hurry him to an early grave. Well may he say, ^^ I die 
daily" — and yet in his weakness he is strong. As the 
vessel dissolves, the treasure shines brighter, and is 
poured forth in greater abundance ; or, to use another 
figure — -though the sword of the Spirit is so sharp 
as to cut the sheath that contains it, and so heavy 
that it palsies the arm that wields it, still the feeble 
efforts and tremulous thrusts of the dying man pierce 
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the heart, and divide the soul and spirit, the joints and 
marrow. Have v^e not witnessed with what energy and 
power the dying servant of God whispers out his parting 
testimony ? And when this energy is contrasted with 
the frailty of the dissolving vessel, is it not apparent that 
the excellency of the power is of God ? This also is 
apparent in his death. For though the vessel is broken, 
the treasure is pot wasted. Though ministers die, the 
ministerial message lives. And it Is this very thought 
that is so beautifully and impressively illustrated by the 
apostle Peter: — ^^ Being born again," (speaking of his 
Christian brethren,) '^not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever. For all j9esh is as grass, and all the 
glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass wither- 
eth and the flower thereof falleth away, but the word of 
the Lord endure th for ever. And this is th,e word which r-H 
by the gospel is preached unto you." How inimitable r 
is this contrast between the frailty of man, and the living 
energy of the divine word! How natural to suppose, 
when the leader or the champion of a cause is fallen, 
the cause itself must suffer, if not sink ! When Christ 
was crucified, the disciples, ignorant of the living energy 
of the divine word, thought all was lost ; so, frequently, 
at the present day, when a useful minister of the cross 
falls, we see a gloom on the prosptots of the church, 
and we fear the cause will suffer loss. But all experience 
teaches, that ^^ the word of God liveth and abideth for 
ever." The apostles have fallen — their successors have 
fallen — Wesley, Asbury and most of their associates^ 
have fallen — ^numbers of useful ministers among our- 
selves, and last of all, he whose death we now deplore, 
have fallen ; and if our faith and hope stood in the wis- 
dom of man, they would long since have failed us ; but 
they stand in the power of God. The further advance- 
ment of the cause and the progress of truth cease not, by 
reason of this mortality. Thousands of vessels, through 
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f\': successive generations, have been broken, yet is not the 

% ..^ treasure wasted. It is poured through other channels-^ 

it is emptied from vessel to vessel — it rolls down through 
.*. , the lapse of ages, independent of the ravages of death 

;^' ■ ,and the fall of its champions, exhibiting, in its perpetuity 

^ and increase, the characteristic impress of the power of 

|, God. How emphatically true, then, is the language of 

* .' our text: — fVe have this treasurei^ in earthen vessels ^ that the 

excellency ^ of the power may he of God^ and not of us. 

To illustrate more fully the doctrine of the text, to 

|f ' pay a just tribute to the memory of a deceased brother, 

■f- . and to afford a tender and impressive lesson of instruc- 

M tion to those who survive, and especially to his brethren 

in the ministry, I shall now proceed to give a brief 
\>i' ^' sketch of the life, public ministry, and death of Rev. 
V Edward Hyde." 
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Rev. Edward Hyde was born March 31, 1786. His 
V. father, Capt. James Hyde, was a man of piety, and 

V A one among the first members of the M. E. Church in 
^ Norwich, Conn., and subsequently a local preacher. His 

4 ,' mother was a devout member of the Congregational 

> :\ Church, in which communion she lived and died. But, 
|> ' f though belonging to different churches, they were united 
i in affection and devotion, and died in one hope of a 

glorious immortality. They left eight children, who 
were alf pious, and, like their parents, equally divided 
in their ^urch relationship ; four belonging to the M. 
E. Church, and four to the Presbyterian Church. One 
of each church has died, leaving three to each respec- 
tively ; and one of those that survive, in each church, 
is a minister of the gospel. Like their parents, also, 
the children have shunned all contention dn religious 
subjects, and have been pleasantly united in fraternal 
and Christian love in all their intercourse with each 
other. The grand-parents also, are represented as being 
eminently pious in their day ; and almost all their great 
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grand-children, who have arrived to a suitable age, are 
walking in the steps of their pious ancestors. And it is 
said that in all this numerous family there has scarcely 
been found a dissolute or profligate person, from the 
grand -parents down to the present day. One would 
think that some good old Caleb had been the patriarch 
of this household, who, ^^ because he had another spirit 
with him, and followed the Lord fully," had, through the 
divine promise, secured to himself, and> his children 
after him, a goodly inheritance in the spiritual Canaan. 

But, to return to the history of our deceased brother. 
At the age of eight years, he had a violent attack of tiie 
canker and rash, (Scarlatina anginosa^) so that for several 
days his life was despaired of. He was raised up how- 
ever from the very jaws of death, but not until his vocal 
organs had been injured by the disease, so as ever after 
to prove an obstruction to his delivery. This impedi- 
ment proved a great trial to him, when, in after life, 
he was pressed in spirit to enter the gospel ministry ; 
thinking that perhaps this was a providential indication 
that God had not called him to the work. 

In the spring of 1803, when Edward was but seventeen 
years of age, at a time when the preachers of tiie circuit 
were all gone to the annual conference, an extensive 
revival of religion commenced in Norwich, in which 
many, and the subject of this memoir among otheris, were 
brought to a saving knowledge of the truth ; aliiiost all 
of whom, it is said, have continued steadfast in the faith. 
George M. Hyde, Esq., brother of the deceased, says of his 
brother in a letter to me, since his death, '^ He kept his 
course steadily along, up to the day of his triumpkant 
death." 

Br. Hyde early commenced his course of usefulness. 
His custom was for some time before he began to preach, 
to select some individual whom he knew to be serious, 
and continue to exhort him, to pray with and for him, 
and conduct him to meeting until he could rejoice in 
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hope. He would then take another, and thus he con- 
tinued, until he commenced his public ministry. 

He commenced preaching in February, 1809; and in 
the same or the following month, at the request of his 
Presiding Elder, Rev. Elijah R. Sabin, he left his father's 
house to travel on Ashburnham circuit until the follow- 
ing conference. This separation from his father was the 
* more painful because the old gentleman had designed 

;, . Edward to remain with him, and be the staff of his old 

jd| age. Painful as it was, however, the father for the sake 

if* of the cause made the sacrifice willingly, and furnished 

his son with the means of joining the travelling con- 
nection. The Sabbath before he was to start on his 
work, the old gentleman delivered a sermon on the 
.^' . > occasion. " I never before," says Mr. G. M. Hyde, 

^^ saw my father so much affected." Indeed, none but 
one who has passed through such a scene can fully 
enter into the feelings it produces. It is not merely 
^z"^'' "^^ parting J but it is parting under peculiar circumstances. 

In the early days of the Methodist ministry there was 

something of the character of Christian chivalry. It 

A ' i was entering the war against infidels and bigots. It was 

. /^ an enterprise full of incident, and fraught with suffering 

Y ^^^ privation. The adventurers in this enterprise went 

'iy ' forth in the spirit of the ancient martyrs, waving the 

banners of the cross in the presence of a wondering, 
despising, and perishing world, proclaiming as they 
went — ' 

" Let all to Jesus' cross draw nigh ; 
He bore the cross for all." 

Mitch of this character still remained, when young 
Edward buckled on the harness, and went forth in this 
, crusade against a wicked world. To part with a son 
under such circumstances, what parent but must feel? 
With a heart deeply solicitous for the cause of God, and 
with bowels of affection yearning over a beloved son, 
the father on this occasion delivered, in behalf of the 
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son to the people, and in his own behalf to the son, his 
solemn charge and valedictory. It proved the last 
parting; for the following April, and before Edward 
returned, the father fell asleep in Christ. 

On the morning following this interesting Sabbath, 
before any others of the family were up, except the 
father, Edward left. His heart, it seems, was too full 
to go through the accustomed ceremonies of parting, 
and he therefore availed himself of this early hour to 
leave the paternal dwelling. ^< I saw him from my 
chamber," says the brother already quoted, ^^as he 
started before sunrise upon the work from which he 
never desisted till called off by his last sickness, to lay 
down his body and his charge together." But that last 
parting scene between the father and the son, who can 
describe ? There were none jto witness it. And if there 
had been witnesses, none but a parent or a son in similar 
circumstances, could fully sympathize with such a scene. 
My friends, such a parting your speaker has not only 
witneswd but experienced; and memory sometimes hang9 
over it still, with a pleasing melancholy. The impres- 
sions of that hour were stamped so deep upon my soul, 
that recollection indulged in but a moment, brings 
back the mental agony and the bursting heart, as if it 
were the repetition of the reality.- Pardon me ! I will 
not, because I cannot, describe this scene from my o^n 
experience. The attempt excites emotions too strong 
for utterance. But I once heard such a parting scene 
described — paitUed to the very life — ^by our late venerable 
Bishop George, than whom, few have ever spoken with 
a warmer heart, or a niore glowing tongue. ^^ 8e^," 
said he, ^^ the youthful son take the withered hand of his 
aged father, and bid him farewell, perhaps for the last 
time. ^ Where are you going my son ? ' says the fathef . 
* I am going, father, to preach the gospel to poor, perish-^ 
ing sinners.' ^ But, tnuat you leave me in my declining 
years, and take away the staff of my old age ? How 
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can I spare you, my son? How can I give you up?' 
' Father, God shall be the staff of your old age ! Behold 
the world lieth in wickedness ! sinners are perishing, — 
> the love of Christ constraineth me. O, let me go, that 
I may s%ye a soul from death ! ' ^60 my son ! go, and 
do your Master's work ! God forbid that I should 
hinder you ! I an^ growing old, it is true, and though it 
might seem right that I should have a son to lean upon 
. in the decrepitude of age, still I will trust in God ; his 

\. rod and his staff, they shall comfort me.' " * 

Such, perhaps, was the parting of Edward and his 
father, on that still and mournful morning, when they 
looked upon each other for the last time. For the last 
time, did I say ? I mistake ; before this they have 
doubtless met again. Who knows but the father's spirit 
mingled in that interesting scene, when the spirit of our 
deceased brother was struggling loose from its fetters ! 
Aye, and when the spirit was free, with what felicitations 
did they greet each other, and with ^what holy converse 
and heavenly exultation, did they bear off together, on 
a wave of glory, to the shores of Paradise ! But I an- 
ticipate. Lejt us return to the narrative. 

Br. Hyde joined the travelling connection the follow- 
ing June, (1809) at the session of the N. E. Conference, 
in Monmouth, Me., and travelled successively the fol- 
" lowing circuits, viz. : in 1809, Poplin and Salem, N. H. ; 
1810, Readfield, Me.; 1811, he was ordained deacon, 
received into ftill connection, and stationed on Scituate 
circuit ; 1812, Martha's Vineyard. This year he became 
connected in marriage with her who is now left a widow, 
, to mourn, with her daugliter, their only child, the loss 
of one of the kindest of husbands and fathers. 1813, 
Tolland, which then included this, (Wilbraham,) and 
several neighboring towns; 1814, Somerset, Bristol and 




' * I have given this, as near as I can recollect it, in the words of the 
Bishop. It was at the Nantucket Conference in 1830. 
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Rhode Island ; 1815, Warwick^ 1816, Pomfret ; 1817, 
Ashburnham ; 1818 and 19, New London circuit ; 1820 
and 21, Wellfleet. The four following years he presided 
over Boston district, after which, for four years, he pre- 
sided over the New London district; and in ^830, he 
was again placed on B^ton district, considerably 
changed, however, from its former geographical limits ; 
and in 1831, he was stationed on this circuit, (Wilbra- 
ham,) and took charge of the Steward's Department of 
the Wesleyan Academy. 

I have heard it stated, and believe it to be correct, 
that he rarely failed of having revivals on the circuits 
he travelled. According to the Minutes, he had a nett 
gain the first year he was on New London circuit of 
362 ; and the first year on Wellfleet circuit, 208. While 
on the districts also, most of his years were years of 
quiet prosperity to the Church. I recollect to have 
heard our venerable Bishop George bear testimony 
to Br. Hyde's success as a minister of the gospeh 
" Br. Hyde," said the Bishop, " is generally favored 
with gracious revivals, wherever he labors." This suc- 
cess was a striking exemplification of the text : " We 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellen- 
cy of the power may be of God, and not of us." Br. 
Hyde made no pretensions to the graces of oratory. His 
impediment, already alluded to, deprived his voice of 
melody and grace, and gave it, to a stranger, especially^ 
an unpleasant harshness. But he preachped Christ, and 
that too, with the Holy Ghost and with power. 

I will mention one or two traits in Br. Hyde's 
ministerial and Christian character, not to eulogize the 
dead, for our praise cannot now affect him, but to hold 
his virtues in grateful remembrance, and to present them 
as an example to others. 

He was a man of one work. He labored solely for 
God and for the Church. From this he could not be 
diverted, either by the hope of worldly gain, or worldly 
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applause ; nor yet, what must have heen to him a still 
greater sacrifice, by a desire of social relaxation and 
domestic enjoyment. I say a greater sacrifice, because 
he, (and this, so far as I am acquainted, is true of all his 
father's family,) had strong social feelings and domestic 
attachments. But these wete never allowed unnecessa- 
rily to interfere wUh his ministerial duties. As he had 
learned, when young, to forsake father and mother, 
brothers and sisters, houses and lands, for Christ's sake, 

# and for the gospel, so he was prepared to forego the en- 

dearments of^ bis own domestic fireside, for the same 
. . cause. 

He was a minister of industry and zeal. Give Br. 
Hyde a field of labor in the Lord's vineyard, and you 
might be assured, not only that he would improve all 
his time, but that he would lay out all his strength in its 
cultivation. It cost him no effort to be zealous in the 
cause of God, because the '^zeal of God's house had 
eaten him up," and a love for Zion was the element in 
which he lived and moved. His state of bodily health 
contributed greatly to the fruits of his zeal. From the 
time he commenced his labors, until his last sickness, he 
never lost an appointment in consequence of ill healthy 

^ 4 and he rarely complained of fatigue. His system seem- 

ed formed for endurance. He had no superfluity of flesh, 
and no lack of muscular or vital energy. But all he had 
was brought into requisition, and used not only to the 
extent of his physical resources^ but even beyond them ; 
and it was this excessive draft upon nature, that pros- 
trated his energies — ^his life was placed as a sacrifice 
upon the altar of his zeal ; and the fire that consumed 
the immolated victim was kindled by his ardent love to 
God and man. 

Another trait in the Christian and ministerial charac- 
ter of the deceased, was meekness and Christian forbear- 
ance. These virtues ought to be noticed the more, 
because they sire so rare. How often do we see zealous 
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Christians and zealous ministers jealous of their honor^ 
and impatient of contradiction. But it was not so with 
Br. Hyde. Although sufficiently decided in his own 
opinion, yet he was not attached to that opinion merely* 
because it was his^ and therefore it did not disturb him 
to be contradicted. When*liny question was started in 
Conference or elsewhere, that seenqn^d to reflect upon 
him or his administration, he was not hasty to replj^, nor 
was he censorious towards his accusers. Whenever 
duty seemed to require that he should speak in his own 
vindication, or in defence of hi&own opinion, he spake 
not from wounded pride, nor inffie spirit of bitter retort, 
but it was in a " meek and quiet spirit." How lovely 
is this spirit ! Well might the apostle say, " It is in the 
sight of God of great price." It is the very spirit of 
our Master, who endured great contradictions of sinners, 
** who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he 
suffered, he threatened not." 

Finally, Br. Hyde gave a practical example of an ami- 
able, companionable spirit, united with Christian and 
ministerial dignity. He was uniformly affable, but 
never light and trifling. This rendered him, at the same 
time, a pleasant and a profitable companion. And these^ 
traits of character were maintained at home as well 
as abroad ; in the private and domestic circle, as well 
as in public. In proof of this, I will here give the tes- 
timony of one who best knew him in his hours of relax- 
ation — ^I mean his surviving companion. ^'In living 
with him twenty years," she says, " I never saw him 
angry, and never heard him speak an unpleasant word. 
I never saw him light or trifling ; but he would often 
check this spirit in others. His motto was, to speak 
evil of no man. It has been a great satisfaction to ioae, 
in this my time of affliction, to reflect upon our peaceful 
union, and that through grace, I was ever kept from op- 
position to his calling, as an itinerant minister ; although 
my afflictions and privations have been great. And this 
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my dear husband realized in his dying hour. * O,' said 
he, 'what comfort it affords me now, to think how 
pleasantly we have spent our lives together.' " 
^ It is due to the memory of Br. Hyde, to insert herfe 
the testimony of an intelligent brother and his intimate 
acquaintance and friend.* Ifi a letter of condolence to 
the bereaved wido^v, he says,—" Time will never efface 
fromiby memory his kindness and forbearance, and his 
inflexible adherence to what he believed to be right and 
fj proper. Be assured his memory is precious to all his 

old friends and associates in this place.f The Metho- 
dist Church has lost a valuable and able advocate, and 
the community a philanthropist and benefactor." 

But we must follow our brother to his last sickness. 
This, considering the nature of his disease, was short 
and pleasant. It is difficult to conceive how death could 
f be more pleasant. 

One year last August h6 was attacked with a he- 
V^ morrhage from the lungs, as it is now supposed, though 

at the time, the rupture healed so soon and the indispo- 
sition was so slight, it was judged by the physician and 
friends that it might proceed from the stomach. Since 
^ . -i that time, however, his friends have remarked, that his 

*" A't^ ability to endure labor without fatigue was impaired. 
He, nevertheless, continued his accustomed labors until 
last December, when he began gradually to decline, and 
this decline wa$ accelerated by a return of bleeding 
sometime in the month of January, until finally he sunk 
away into the arms of death, on Friday evening, the 16th 
of March, 1832. 

His disease was pulmonary consumption of the mild- 
est form. It made its approach so silently, and sapped 
the foundation of life with so little pain, that the patient 
never supposed himself dangerous until about one week 
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^Hon. Seth Sprague, Jr. 

f Duxbury, Mass., where Br. H.'s family resided several years. 
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before his death. By the candid declaration of his 

friends, and by a more careful attention to his symp- ^ 

toms, he became at length fully apprized that the time 3j 

of his departure was near. But though he made this^ J 

discovery so late, and the transition of his mind, from ....:^ 

a strong hope of recovery i6 an entire relinquishment of ^ 

that hope, was so sudden, yet he w%e not in the' least 

moved, either by the certainty or nearness of the sMemn 

and decisive event. Moved, did I say ? He was indeed, 

greatly moved. It was not, however, the emotion of ; 

sorrow, or of fear ; but of triumphant joy, and of ecstatic 

hope. It was not a mere willingness to die, extorted by 

protracted and excruciating pains ; for of these he had 

none, or next to none, from the time he was confined 

till he fell sweetly asleep in Christ. It was not a stupid 

acquiescence, growing out of physical debility, and 

blunted sensibilities, for his mind was in a most anima- ^/ 

ted and vigorous exercise. He seemed never weary in \ 

talking and rejoicing. Neither on the other hand, was 

it the delirium of a fever, or of the animal system, strung 

up to too great an excitement by some physical cause ; 

for his system was fast sinking under the influence of 

his disease. The component parts and aggregate parti- .;,' 

cles of the ** earthen vessel " were already relaxed and 

dissolving by the destroying touch of deatH. Yet the 

treasure in this vessel glowed brightly ^ and still more 

brightly, as the chinks of dissolving nature more clearly 

disclosed its richness and beauty. 

But if I would draw this picture more nearly to the 
life, I must call your attention, successively, to several 
distinct traits in this death-bed scene. It was a great 
gratification to his friends, and it is* hoped, an occasion 
of much spiritual instruction to all who saw him, that 
his voice, which had for weeks before only been in a 
whisper, was for the last few days of his life, fully re- 
stored. With this, as well as with his countenance, he 
showed forth the praises of God. 
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To say he manifested entire resignation in all things, 
during his sickness, is saying but little, when we com- 
pare it with the nmch more that he felt and experienced. 
Yet to be fully resigned, under such circumstances, is 
a great and gracious attainment. This resignation, in 
the case of Br. Hyde, was nt>t only entire but constant. 
From the time he. was taken sick, it was not known 
that i?n anxious thought entered hisi heart. He had a 
responsible charge on his hands, but he gave it all 
up, and expressed to his companion, his surprise, that 
he had had no anxiety on the subject, from the begin- 
ning of his confinement. His worldly business, he said, 
was all settled. As though he had been premonished 
that he must set his house in order, he had, at the pre- 
^. ' ceding Conference, arranged all his business, so as to be 

ready to leave it: and he was now prepared to die, at 
peace, not only with God, but also with all men. 

His heart seemed constantly full and overflowing with 
gratitude to God. He could see the hand of God in all 
things. In his life, he said, he had been peculiarly fa- 
vored. The sun of prosperity had always shone upon 
him. In his arrangements for the present year, he saw 
an overruling Providence. If he had gone on to his 
district again, as he expected when he went to the 
Annual Conference, the disease, which it seems had 
alrea4y marked him for its prey, might have arrested 
him, when at a distance from home, and in the midst of 
appointments and duties, that would have embarrassed 
him and the Church. But now, by an unforeseen Provi- 
dence, he was thrown into the bosom of his family, not 
to suffer, but to eryoy a pleasant sickness, and a glorious 
des^th. By this station also he was not far from a be- 
loved brother, Mr. George M. Hyde, who was thereby 
enabled to be with him, and watch by his bedside to the 
last. 

Another circumstance worthy of notice, in the expe- 
rience and feelings of Br. Hyde during his sickness, was 
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his increased delight. in those doctrines, which he had so 
long esp6used and preached. He could now say, more 
emphatically than ever, that he was not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for he knew hy experience in the hour 
of greatest trial, that it was the power of God unto salva' 
tion. The hour of death nOt only tries men's souls, but 
it tries their doctrines, and their religious systems. 
How many systems of infidel philosophy, and of ^alse 
religion, in which men have gloried while in health and 
prosperity, have utterly failed their votaries in the 
agonies of death. Only one — salvation by a living ap- 
propriating faith in a crucified Redeemer — has proved, 
under all circumstances, perfectly satisfactory. But Br. 
Hyde manifested an inward confidence not only in the 
gospel plan generally, but especially in those peculiar 
and essential doctrines that he had so often insisted 
upon in his ministry, — the atonement for one. He ^j^ 

had nothing, he said, in which he could trust, but the 
atonement. His former labors and successes in the min- 
istry were nothing — he was still a sinner, saved by 
grace. " O, the atonement ! the glorious atonement ! " he 
would exclaim, until his heart would seem ready to 
burst with joy and^ gratitude. 

Another doctrine on which he delighted much to dwell 
was personal holiness and entire sanct\fication. He stated 
to his companion that he had for years enjoyed^ that 
"perfect love, that casteth out fear," And it was a 
doctrine which he delighted to dwell upon. He^ spake 
of it to almost all who came in, and seemed never weary 
in pressing it upon those who gathered round his bed. 
He had but one thing more that he desired on earth, he 
said, and that was to i^tand once more among his breth- 
ren in the ministry, and especially in the N. E. Confer- 
ence, and exhort them to holiness of heart and life, and 
urge them to preach holiness to the Church. He seem- 
ed desirous especially to leave his dying testimony in 
favor of this doctrine, to his brethren in the ministry — 
a rich legacy ! a martyr's testimony ! 
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It was this perfect love toward God and man that 
burst forth to overflowing on all that approached his 
dying bed,— and they were many. Few dying saints have 
an opportunity to talk to so many on their death-bed as 
had Br. Hyde, especially of the young. Time and again, 
scores of youths belonging to the school, came round 
his bed to see him die. If he must die, what a blessing 
that iiis dying scene was laid in a family of seventy or 
eighty youths, and in connection with a school of be- 
tween one and two hundred, who thereby had the priv- 
ilege of seeing " how a Christian could die." 

In short his death was most triumphant. He ^^ had a 
desire to depart and be with Christ." Day after day he 
would have a company of the pious students in his 
room to sing. His favorite hymns were, the one begin- 
ning, 

^ And let this feeble body fail," — 

and the other, 

^ On Jordan's stormy banks I stand." 

He requested that this exercise might he repeated so 
long as he lived. 

He could not endure that his afflicted wife should ap- 
proach him with a sad countenance. His own ema- 
ciated, features were lit up with a smile, and he wished 
to see the same index of joy on every face. And so 
fully did he succeed in throwing this spirit around him, 
that the room was pleasant. Several who were in the 
habit of visiting him, stated that they could not make it 
seem like the apartment of a dying man. ^^ If Ood 
should offer me the world," he said, " and add to U two 
thousand worlds^ I would not choose to go back to life." 
At one time he thought himself dying, but revived again. 
The next day, a brother from the neighborhood called 
on him, and said, "Well, Br. Hyde, you are with us yet." 
He replied, with a tone and emphasis the most natural 
and easy, — " Yes ; I thought I should have gone home 
yeste^^ay, but it seems I am to stay a day or two 
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longer ! " He often shouted aloud the praises of God/ 
Yea, he seemed to live in the very element of joy ; and 
in this happy frame he continued day after day, without 
an intervening cloud, v 

*' To hide for a moment the Lord from his eyes.'* 

His last words were,- — " The chariot is come ! " — ^^ DonH 
you see them I " — " Glory to God ! " — ^^ Halleluja^! " — 
and then, with a few motions of the lips, he gbloitly. 
breathed out his soul to God. 
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A meeting of the Students of the Wesleyan Academy was 
held March ^9 1832, for the purpose of adoptmg measures 
expressive of their regret for the decease of their late Steward, 
the Rev. Edward Hyde. Mr. S. P. Dole was called to the "^ : 
Chair, and A. Stevens appomted Secretary. 

The following Resolution was submitted by Mr. Hyer, 
seconded by Mr. Brewer : — 

Resolved, That we do, with the officers and friends of this Institution, .-^ 

appreciate and lament the loss which it has sustained by the death of /^ 

its. late Steward, the Rev. Edward Hyde. 

It was then, on motion of the Secretary, 

Resolved, That we do deeply sympathize with the bereaved family 
and relatives of the deceased, for the irreparable loss which they have 
suffered by his death. 

On motion of Mr. Shaffer — 

Resolved, That it becomes the Students of this Institution to pay a 
further and more lasting tribute of respect to the memory of the late 
Rev. Edward Hyde. 

Resolved, therefore, That a Committee be appointed to wait on the 
family of the deceased, for the purpose of soliciting their consent to the 
erecting of appropriate Tombstones at his grave, by the Students, as an 
act of their affectionate regard for him. 

The foUowmg gentlemen were appointed on this Committee, 
viz. : — Messrs. W. Hyer, J. N. Shaffer, and S. P. Dole. 

It was further 

Resolved, That forasmuch as all the Students would, doubtless, desire 
to join in this slast act of respect to Mr. Htde, that therefore the con- 
tributions requisite to carry into effect the foregoing^ Resolution, provided 
the consent of his family thereto be obtained, be not confined to the 
members of this meeting, but that all, both Ladies and Gentlemen, 
belonging to the Academy, be permitted to aid therein. 
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At an adjourned meeting, March 23, the consent of the family 
having been obtained, a Committee was appointed to procure 
subscriptions in order to cany into effect the above design ; and 
the same Committee was also directed to procure the suitable 
Tombstones. The foUowmg gentlemen were appointed on this 
Committee, viz. : — Messrs. A. Stevens, S. P. Dole^ and W. 
Hyer. 

The Committee having procured by subscription the requisite 
amount, proceeded to erect a set of large and neat Marble Slabs, 
bearing the following Inscription, from the pen of the Rev. Dr. 
FisK, President of the Wesleyan University, Middletown, Conn. 






£R£CT£I> 

by the 

Students of the Wesleyan Academy, 

as a grateful testimony of their 

respect and affection 

for the 

REV. EDWARD HYDE, 

STEWARD OF THE ACADEMY, 

whose remains lie here interred. 
The deceased was born in Norwich, Conn., 

March 31, 1786. 

For 23 years he was a faithful 

Minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

He went to his reward 

March 16, 1832. 

He lived like a Christian ; 

He preached like an ambassador of 

JESUS CHRIST; 

and his death was a glorious 

example of triumphant 

Faith. 
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